Our attention has been called to a lit- 
tle book published in England in 1911, 
“It is Hard to be Free” by Harry Youlden. 
The book is thoroughly humanist from be- 
ginning to end and makes free use of the 
term “Humanism.” @ “The Mind of 
America” (1937, 1500 pp.) Ed. by Pro- 
fessors Warfel and Williams of Yale Uni- 
versity is another we had missed. The 
chapter on current philosophy and relig- 
ion states that Harry Emerson Fosdick rep- 
resents the right wing, George Santayana 
the left wing, and that “between these 
two extremes is Humanism.” There fol- 
lows a full reprint of the preface to 
“Humanist Sermons,” Ed. by C. W. Reese. 


When the Schenectady residence of 
Charles P. Steinmetz, scientist, was re- 
cently torn down by the State of New 
York, the bricks and heating plant went 
into a new building for a Consumers Co- 
operative. An appropriate memorial for 
a socially-conscious scientist! 


M. Whitcomb Hess, recent convert from 
Methodism to Catholicism in The Catholic 
World, Jan. °44, wrote on “Human and 
Modern Science,” made a false identifica- 
tion of humanism with rationalism, and 
without supporting evidence asserted that 
“Instrumentalism, having no metaphysics 
to support it has been from the first at 
odds with the moral values demanded by 
social living . . . . has fostered materialism 
of a subtle and insidious sort.” Dr. Hess 
referred also to ““Humanism—Bankrupt and 
Otherwise” by Hume, Hibbert Journal, 
Jan. °42. 

The recent Gallup polls on theological 
beliefs need qualification by the fact that 
people will often confess as their beliefs 
the prevailing doctrines, affirming what 
they think is the respectable thing, whereas 
they actually are motivated by deeper and 
unexplicit beliefs that are quite different. 
Recognizing the validity of this distinc- 
tion between a professed and an active 
faith, Gallup would have to probe much 
deeper to provide a significant picture of 
America’s actual credos. 


Through The Michigan Teacher, Nov. 
*44, we learn that proposals are being 
made in Detroit and other Michigan com- 
munities that school time be given to 
denominational religious groups for the 
teaching of religion along sectarian lines. 
The Detroit Federation of Teachers in a 
statement submitted to the Michigan Fed- 
eration of Teachers on Dec. 9, held that 
teaching of character education, ethics and 
morality is a function of the public schools, 
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and that the schools are now doing a com- 
mendable job in teaching ideals. Sectarian 
religion, they hold, belongs in the church 
and home. Moreover “to teach sectarian 
religion in the school program or to take 
school time for such instruction for part 
of the school children, while school at- 
tendance is enforced for others, violates 
the American democratic principles of 
religious freedom and separation of church 
and state.” The statement asserts, that 
checking on attendance would also be a 
violation of basic American principles. A 
public hearing is urged wherever the pro- 
posals are made. 

In Chicago (1941) high school credit 
for sectarian courses was successfully 
opposed by many civic and educational 
organizations. Smaller skirmishes have 
occurred since then and the controversy 
in Michigan is but a major incident in 
what will be a continuing struggle as 
long as we have undemocratic sectarian 
blocs in our country seeking to use the 
state to impose their doctrines. 
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